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Re: Southwestern Bell Telephone Company / Ameritech Communications
International, Inc.

Dear Mr. Strickling:

At the last meeting of the FCC's Local and State Government and Advisory
Committee, I mentioned that Ameritech Communications International, Inc.
("Ameritech") had applied and received a franchise to provide telecommunications
services in the City of Dallas, but had withdrawn its acceptance of the franchise after
the announcement of its merger with Southwestern Bell Telephone Company
("SWBT"). At that time it was requested that I prepare a letter confirming the facts
surrounding these events.

For your information, Ameritech requested a Special Provider Certificate of
Authority from the Texas Public Utility Commission on January 28, 1997. It was
granted on April 2, 1997. Thereafter on March 31, 1998, Ameritech applied for a local
service telecommunications franchise from the City of Dallas and requested a
hearing on April 22, 1998. On May 13, 1998, the Dallas City Council approved
Ordinance No. 23512. This ordinance gave Ameritech 45 days to accept the
franchise.

Prior to the passage of the ordinance, but subsequent to the application, two events
occurred. First, on April 3, 1998, SWBT sued the City of Dallas over the terms ofhs
telecommunications franchise. Second, SWBT and Ameritech announced a
proposed merger. The approved Ameritech franchise was virtually identical to the
SWBT franchise.
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By letter dated June 25, 1998, Ameritech conditionally accepted the terms of the
franchise. On that same date the Dallas City Secretary received a phone call
requesting that the acceptance be returned to Ameritech. That request was put in
writing by letter dated June 29, 1998, which stated that"Ameritech has reevaluated
its business plans and decided not to offer telecommunications services in the City
of Dallas in the foreseeable future." On June 30, 1998, the acceptance letter was
returned to Ameritech. A copy of the request to return the acceptance and the letter
returning the acceptance are attached for your information.

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance or if you have any other
questions.

Sincerely,

5tP~rt:~J
Janis Everhart
Assistant City Attorney

Attachments

cc: Mary Poss, Mayor Pro Tern
Angela K. Washington, Interim City Attorney
Mary Suhm, First Assistant City Manager
Commissioner David Svanda



CITY OF DALLAS

June 30, 1998

Ms. Joan McGrath, Director
National Negotiations and Planning
Ameritech
Floor 178
22S West Randolph Street
Chicago, n.. 60606

Re: Acceptance ofDaIIu City Ordinance No. 23512

Dear Ms. McOrath:

On June 2S, 1998, Mr. Tom Grace called me requesting that I return your letter ofAcceptance of
Dallu City Ordinance No. 23S12. Monday, JUDe 29, 1998, I called Mr. Grace to inform him that
I needed the request in writiIIa OIl Ameritech letter held. I am returning your letter per the enclosed
letter received &om Mr. GrIce OIl June 29, 1998. Ifyou need additional information, feel tree to call
me at 214-670-3741.

Enclosures

c: 1aniceEvwbIrt, Allim. City Attorney
Thoma E. GrIce, aq.
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June 29, 1<,98

~{S. Shirley AJ;ey
Actina City S«retary
City (}f Dallas
5DS City Ha1J
1500 Marilla Street
Dallas. Texu j'201

Re: Accept.,." nfDallu City Ordinance N:1. 23'12

;
D.!ar Ms. Acey: ,

j
On June 2S, 1998. Ms. Juan McOrath sent to your office the acceplaftCe by

Ameritee:b CommUnicat~ns Intemalional, Inc. ("Amcritech") of 1M City of Dalw'
Fl'aDChise Ordinaru No. r3S12.

Ju [ discussed with you last week and today, Ameritec:h bas reevaluated tu
nu.lIJneu plaDs aDd dec!de~ not t<J offer tcb.:oDIJDwUcations services in the City of DaUa.s
in the roreseellhJe funuc. [AS such. we have no oeed tor a fnmchise.

Thererol'l!. I wo~ appr«iat~ }'OUI' returning to me the AJ;cepLanCe letter. If you
have any questioas, }'Ou~y reach me at the above telephone llum~r.

j

TbaDk )'0\1 for yo~ assistance.

I
I

Cc: Ms. JOID McOralb
Mr. Nick Febnnblch


